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Dear parents,

The winter break has long since passed and so much has happened since the day we came back from the
holidays. It began with a powerful storm and a threat of snow after a long period of drought, then it
ended and we went back to another long period of winter drought. At the same time devastating
earthquakes happened near us. Minor tremors and aftershocks were felt. There was and still remains
unrest and increasing violence across Palestine, strike days and the mourning of martyrs almost on daily
basis, and Israeli settlers going on a rampage making road travel unsafe. And the world is on the brink of
a global conflict. But here at REA we are steadfast and REA remains an oasis of peace and a beacon of
hope, despite the mounting challenges around us.

To face the challenges effectively, REA places a strong emphasis on building student self-efficacy. Self-
efficacy is the level of confidence and preparedness that a student has in their ability to take on any
challenge and to overcome any of life’s hardships. Students who walk through our doors have an
advantage over other schools, because we make sure that they have the skills and confidence to handle
any challenge that might come their way. As a teaching staff, we acknowledged how difficult it can be to
care that much and work that hard. How day after day our teachers give everything they have to our
students, so that they can learn to work hard and be successful. Here are some highlights of our news and
activities in the past two months:

1. The appointment of Mrs. Reem Haddad as Education Programme Manager.
We are happy to have Ms. Reem with us. Her
expertise in the Cambridge curriculum and its
requirements are an added value for our
students, their teachers and their parents with
whom she has been holding meetings over the
past 2 months. Here is what she has to say: “It’s
my pleasure to be leading the education
programme at REA which is a Cambridge
International school that is licensed to offer the
four stages of the Cambridge International
programme from UKG up to Y12. We are one
of 10,000 Cambridge International schools in over 160 countries worldwide. Our Cambridge
Pathway gives students a clear path for educational success from age 5 to 18 years. Each stage
builds on learners’ development in the previous stages. Cambridge Pathway has a wide range of
subjects and flexibility, giving us the chance to shape the curriculum according to our students’
needs, interests, and future aspirations. We equip our students with the necessary future skills
through a unique education programme that helps students discover new abilities and a wider world,
and develop the skills they need for life, so they can achieve at school, university and work.

I am happy to say that 98% of university admissions officers surveyed said Cambridge programmes
give students excellent preparation for university, and that our qualifications are recognised by
universities worldwide, including nearly 850 universities in the US.

Tel: 02-2947565
Fax: 02-2947566

H B oereaps



"3 CAMBRIDGE

& International Examinations

& 3julailll unalg) & sayalsi
RAWABI ENGLISH ACADEMY

Our Cambridge Programme teachers will be joining professional development training courses
with Cambridge online professional development starting April 2023. We believe that supporting
teachers in their professional development leads to improved outcomes for our students. Our
teachers will be offered a number of different professional development opportunities according to
their experience and need. Good quality professional development and reflective practice are
essential parts of a teacher’s professional life!

Cambridge International School

I would like to invite you to join the News Page of Cambridge International website
(cambridgeinternational.org) where you can find news and stories and join Cambridge
International mailing lists to keep up to date with new products, services, resources and events”.

2. New apps and platforms: In keeping with our commitment to provide students with outstanding
guidance and tailored support when choosing their next step before heading into their secondary
and post-secondary years, we will now be using Unifrog. Unifrog Is an online platform designed
to help students make informed decisions about their choice of subjects for IGCSE and A-levels as
well as decisions concerning future studies and careers. All students and their teachers in Years 7,
8,9, 10, and 11 now have access to this excellent platform.

We have also introduced the App “Asafeer” designed to encourage reading in Arabic, especially in
the primary years.

3. We launched an appeal for funding to support =
earthquake relief efforts in Syria. We announced thisin | '
Assembly recently and to our parents. We organized two
bake sales through the “Houses” system. Through the sale
of the bountiful food the students brought from their homes,
as well as the contribution of the REA staff, we managed to
raise a total of NIS 7,180. A representative of the board of
the Jerusalem YMCA, Mr. Simon Kouba, visited the school
on 2 March and the money was handed to him by students
from Year 11, while a touching letter to the children of
Syria was written and read by students from Year 9. The
money will be used to finance the logistics costs of
delivering much needed supplies from Palestine to the
Jordan Red Crescent who will deliver the supplies directly
to the children and families affected by the earthquake. |
would like to extend our deepest sympathies to the families
who have been affected by the tragic earthquake in Turkey :
and Syria. Our love and sympathies also go to the families in our country, Palestine, who have
suffered and are still suffering at the hands of the Israeli settlers, and our deepest sympathies to
the families of the martyrs. On a related issue, we held drills in the school for evacuation during
emergencies, including what to do during and after an earthquake, with assistance from the Civil
Defense team.

4. Year 10 are now in their study leave to prepare for their examinations. Their mock exams will
begin on 8 March and end just before the Easter break. Their official examinations will begin
later in May. We are confident that they will get good results in their IGCSE as they’ve been
working really hard and we are here to help them with anything thy might need.
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5. Medical checkups were organized in the school in
February. We’ve had a medical team from H Clinic who
did physical checkups, eye examinations and hearing tests
for all our children in Years 1 and 2. We’ve also had a
team from the “Foot Centre” in Ramallah who examined
the children’s feet in KG and up to Year 2.

6. The science laboratories are fully operational. Although
we are still waiting for some new Physics supplies for our
Physics lab, physics practicals are well underway as with
Chemistry and Biology. Practical laboratory sessions range
from about 6 per term in Year 1 to 21 per term in Year 11.

7. Clubs are much better organized now. We are happy to
announce that all our student are engaged in the
Wednesday Club session. Three Year 11 Students from
our MUN club organized by Ms. Muna and M. Carys took
part in an MUN session at the Friends school in Ramalah
and 2 of these students received “honourary mentions”.

8. Volley ball players from Years 9 to 11 took part in
friendly matches with 2 schools in Ramallah: The Awael
and the Jordanian American School. | am proud to say
that our amazing girls’ basketball team won by 3 hits over
the Awael team. Congratulations!

9. Congratulation are also called for with the final
completion of our annual spelling bee contest. It was a
very close call this year and one that brought tears from
those who almost won and from those who question the
rules of this competition. We all like to win, but like
everything in life, we must accept the fact that we
sometimes lose and must accept this in good spirit. It is
OK to lose or fail sometimes because this makes us
stronger by learning from our mistakes, and this is
what we need to keep reminding ourselves and our
students.

10. Ms. Laila Boukhari has decided to leave us following
her maternity leave. We all wish her the very best in
her next mission. Her lessons have been taken over by
Ms. Mona Abed, who is now a full time member of our
teaching staff, and Ms. Ruba who has also graciously accepted to take on more lessons. Many
thanks to Ms. Muna Aghanemer, our head of science, who stepped in to assist with Year 4 until
we sorted out the schedule.

11. Mr. Ramzey our English teacher has been busy not just with teaching but also attending
numerous English language workshops, most notably differential instruction and reading
strategies.

12. Mr. Muhammad Jabiti our Arabic teacher received an invitation from the Sharjah Book
Authority and the International Booker Prize for International Fiction to participate in a narrative
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writing workshop and symposium. The workshop is organized from March 5 to 12, in the United
Arab Emirates. Mr. Jabiti was nominated me as one of the rising talents in Arabic literature.

13. Inspectors from the Birzeit directorate of Education visited us on two occasions and had the
chance to observe some of our teachers in class. They unanimously expressed their admiration
for the excellent work our teachers are doing. Another team of inspectors followed a few days

later to inspect sanitation and hygiene. | am proud to announce that they gave us a clean bill of
sanitation and hygiene.

Cambridge International School

14. Registration of new students is proceeding very well, reregistration of existing students is slow

and we urge all parents to do this as soon as they can and before 28 April to guarantee a place for
their children next year.
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